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Jayos Jottings

OnSaturdaystApril(AprilF o dDiaygjste
appropriate)| rodean80 mileil Sp o r
acrossthe SouthDowns.A sportiveis an

organisedaycleride with marshalsmedics,
feed stations and a timed start/stop.
T h e ynéreasnglyopulalmandyoucando

oneanyweekendrom Springo Autumnn

your locality.The problemfor me is that

t h e ynostlyon Sundays.T h a wh&rs
cyclecubsandorganisationsrrangethem.
Thisis becauséhistoricallythe roadsare

guietemwithlesstraffic.

Our Sportive started at PlumptonRace
Coursejust outsideof LewesAround2200
cyclistsgathered. Four membersof the
ChristChurchOrpingtorCycling Clubwent
alongtoo. It meantan early start to get
downfor registrationbut still around2000
cyclistseemedo havegottherebeforeus.
There was a pretty long wait while we
registeredget our numbersand sign in,
promisinghatwewouldfollav the Highway
CodeEventuallgy 9.15amwe wereoff.

Thefirst thirty mileswentby quitequickly.
Tworeasongor this. One,it wasfairlyflat
comparedto Orpingtonand the North
Downs.Secondly] had been putting in

somedecentwintertrainingto preparefor
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alongride.Recently, haddonea 60 mile
ride to, and aroundthe Isle of Grain,and
thenl hadriddento Readingn Berkshire,

Eo 'vigitﬁn? father.At the first feedstation,

we were able to 'refuel' on bananasfig
rolls, flap jacks,energydrnks and sports
energybars.Thiswasa goodjob, because
nextcamehehills.

Twentyfive milesof fairly manageablaill
climbstook us a furthertwo hoursor so,
and all seemedto be going okay. We
arrivedat the secondfeed stationand |

realised that | was starting to suffer
somewhatl hadbackache,stomachache
(fromthe indigestiomf tryingto eatwhilst
my heartratewasquitehigh)andlegache.
| had reachedfifty eight milesand had
twentytwoto go. Asl returnedo the bike,
| thoughto my<lf, thisis goingto be hard.

It was.Mycompatriotdan KetchinSimon
Gardineand SteveGeorgiardigerereally
supportive They knewjust whento ride
with me, whento go on ahead,whento
encouragend whento stay silent. From
time to time, theywouldride just in front
of my front wheelto actas a windbrake.
(Did youknowthat youcanconserv&0%
of your energyif someonerides just in
front of you?Thoughtnot! [Boringcycling
fact!]) Duringthose twentytwo miles, |
tried to take my mind off the achesand
pains. recitedPsaln®3.1 triedto thinkof
worship songs | could sing to myself.
Nothingseemedo distractme from the
grindingly slow pedals strokes and the
creakinglglowreductionn miles.



Youmayreasonablgskwhyl dosuchcycle

rides™Hereis whatl wroteat the beginning

of my book'Alongthe DiscipleshiRoad'a
book which used mountaitbiking as a
metaphor.

0 So me tli woedsr,why | bother.
Therel am at the bottom of the hill, with

gravity to fight against.Add to that the
weight of the packon my backaswell as
my body weight and the weight of the
bicycleunderneathme. Mountain biking

is one of my favourite past times. I've
always loved the great outdoors and |

love to seeas much of it aspossible.To
my mind, walking can be a bit slow and
doesnot cover enoughground. Driving

acar is inhibiting and keepsyou trapped
in a metal bubble. Mountain biking, on
the other hand, provides the duel
benefitsof enjoying the countrysidebut
doing so at speed.However,this is not
always the case.Speedand enjoyment
can be severely restricted by many
challengingobstaclesAs| say,| wonder
why | bother!

One patrticularly memorableexperience
was day two of a threeday solo
mountain bike ride along the 75-mile
length of The Ridgewayone of the most
ancient'roads'in the south of England.It
is in fact a grassytrack which may be
used by vehicles in sections. | had
decidedthat | would cycleit asa form of

spiritual retreat, stopping off at someof
the churchesand Christian centresalong
the way. On the secondday, | found
myself on another ascent making my
way up to Uffington Hill, known for its
famousimageof a White Horsecarvedin

the chalky soil. It was raining hard, my
legswere aching,and | wassaddlesore.|

was alsoabout halfway through my ride
that day. | was half way on my journey,
soit would havetakenaslong to go back
as it would to go on. Exhaustionmakes
you reconsidemwhetherthis wasis sucha
good idea. There are easier ways to
receive spiritual refreshment. Perhapsl

should have thought about this
adventuremore carefully.

God speakso me at timeslike that. Not
with a voicelike thunder, or in any way
audibly. Godjust challengesme: which

priorities in my life am | willing to sweat
over? Which of the challengesthat lie

aheadam | preparedto overcome?Am |

willing to turn the pedalsover and over
again in order to take this next hill?

More importantly, am | willing to
perseveran areasof my life, which are
more important than mountain biking?

Sometimes,as Christians, we wonder
why we bother. By choosingto follow
Jesuswe have (as it were) decidedto
pick up our mountain bikes,shouldera
backpack of provisions and embark
upon an adventure that will challenge
us, take us into unknown territory and
testour staminaand will. Then,after we
havegonesofar that thereis no turning
back,we faceyetanotherh i | | . 0

The book focusesupon the individual
Christiapourneyandthe 'hills'thatwe face
alongthe way. What Saturday'sSportive
remindedme of, is the importanceof

communityWhenyou are on a particular
stageof your life journey,(like my team



mates)do youhavepeoplearoundyouwho
can understand®o they know when to
speakandwhento be silentDotheyknow
whento 'ride alongsideyou' and whento
leaveto 'pacethingsyourself®otheyoffer
to actasa barrierwhenthe windis blowing
strongly? hopeand praythat you havea
supportivecommunityaroundyou. | long
that Christ'schurchcan be a supportive
communityfor people of all ages and
stages.Yet, eachone of us needsto be
willingto go on thatjourneywith others to
supportandbe supportedl hopethatyou
thinkthatthiskindof Christiarommunitis
worth investingin. | do. Apart from the
sharedcelebratiorat the end of the road,
thee are the memorie®f challengesver
come.Thereis the comfortthat someonés
there, lookingout for you and willingyou
on.Ridingsolo'doesn'dfferthis.

So,| encourageouto prioritiseChristian
communityl.ikeme, | knowyouwill find it
worthit.

[

In His service,

Jay Colwill, Vicar o

Christ Church &
Orpington gk

Bytheway,the Bible
verseonourcyclinghirtis
Philippian3 v 13-14: "Forgettingwhat

is behind and straining towards

that which is ahead,l presson
toward the goal,to which Christ
hascalledmeheavenwar d
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(I Never Promised You A)
Rose Garden

| wonder how many of you remember
this song, sung by Lynn Anderson in the
19700srt ditnlcy 1 snot
apply to Samuel Hole.

Samuel Reynolds Hole was born 5th
December 1819; his family always called
him Reynolds and his first memories were
of the manor house home at Caunton
Manor in Nottinghamshire, in fact he

spent the first 8 years of his life at

Caunton, progressively as schoolboy
undergraduate, curate, vicar and squire.
He was fond of the people of the village
and the countryside activities actually
learning to ride before he had fully

mastered the alphabet. He was later
educated aBrasenose College, Oxford

He was ordained in 1844 and spent 43
years at hi sStfAadieh's 1
Church, Caunton enjoying country
pursuits along with cricket.

One of his greates
loves was roses and hie
had a real passion forges
gardening. He was noted
for his expertise with
roses and was
instrumental in forming
the National Rose Society, at its peal
Caunton garden contained almost 5,000
rose trees composed of 400 different
varieties. When Tennyson wrote to him
he addressed him as:s

He becameéDean of Rochestan 1887
and he and his wife transformed the
Hednery garden with 135 waeties of
roses.

Hole continued to travel and preach, but
Christmas Day 1903 saw him preach his
last sermon, he died on 27th August
1904, but is buried in Caunton.
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There is a memorial to Hole iRochester We had reserved a small flat in Paris fo
Cathedral along with roses and other fa\y weeks as we did not expect to fi

flowers around his feet. He is further - : .
remembered on the number three bell in2ccommodation straight away. Renting

the tower "In remembrance of S.Reynold@Partment in a city is not that simple, b

Hole, Dean. Died 27th August1904". t h e anlduseWe soon realised it woulc
In celebration of his work, and be a dayl adventure, and a month or s

acknowledgement at his writing and the! @t €1, ~even starte
Library opening, the Cathedral isf i nd a suitable h
holding a Floral Celebration entitled identified and a 3year lease granted to

OHol ey Roseso. T hus.SNeedressltolsay, weunere rdligveal m
Saturday 27th May until Sunday 4th

June, many arrangements will be in the OUr belongings arrived “on a sunr
lthamar Chapel, within the newly October day. Only a shdistance from

restored Crypt, opening hours will be two airportsl(e Bourgeand Roissy the

from 10am with last entry at 3.30pm, town of AulnaysousBois has sometimes
although it would be advisable to checkpeen in the news for the wrong reaso
first, it will be free, and all are welcome. (gccasional clashes with the police):
The arrangements will have takensp, it is not a location we had considere
inspiration from items in the Catfwral aAnd yet, situated within walkintpdize of

collection with many items on display 5 {rain station and only 30 minutes fro

within the Treasury exhibition in the )
Crypt, for which there is a small charge, Central Paris, we later found out that ©

again check website for details. new home was in a really quiet ar

. . convenient location. The first of a series
For more information contact Helen or

Sue on 01634 810066. surprises!
Ak kkkkkkkk kX k ok ok k ok k kKK * After about 6 months, however, it becar
A h in Pari clear that progress was tamwsbn several

NEW home In Faris fronts. In the local Christian communit
When we left Christ Church Orpingtonpiartnerships and initiatives (including t
August 2014, we felt the time had come fge of the theological website) did n
us to devote more time to a Christigievelop as anticipated. There were endl
ministry in Paris. This was not arfastite administrative hurdles, and health isst
decision. We had prayed about it, madeod. Other obstacles became venl to
number of visits and cacts, discussedus: the apathy of many believers in
opportunities and ideas, and identifisdcular culture, the widespread sceptic
aims. So, once tenants had been selegted war ds anyt hi ng i
for our house, and our belonginggided trauma of incredibly violent terror
entrusted to a removal company, w&acks (from early January 2015), whi
crossed the Channel with suitcases in itidically changed the mood in thety.
boot of the car and an initial target iind so, we spent the best part of the fir
mind: b find a place to rent for two years6-12 months trying to understand how

make things work.
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In fact, there was another surprise in st@yeup meetings in our home, where peo
for us, and it was to come from a-wetlan reflect on biblical texts togethertaget
established Englsbeaking communityknow each other better and learn 1
which we had visitegkars earlier: the support each other in practical ways. \
AAmeri can Church have fadiitatedi dsaussionsTdbriag seksi
American church to be established outsifiehe Alpha course, where participar
the U.S., ARNACPO heome @ ingestigatet ag-dscaver lthe
between thénvalidesandthe Eiffel Tower fundamentals of the Christian faith. V
It is now a large congregation made uphafve proviell detailed notes explainin
40 to 50 nationalities. biblical truths to some, who feel they

There we heard ab oufOthaYP& 9Gp%¢naughindgrtanding
you are plantedo offeiSepyresWehayve selgcied hogks
has proved to be an invaluable tool ff°Ple who come to the church expect
many for over 45 years. Primarily desigiigdind Bibles and Christian books in a ¢
for expats endeavouring to settle in where that kindfditerature is not easily

unknown French culture, this course \@g§essible.
helpful for usob; and it was actually goingJust like many of those we have met, |
to set us on a totally unexpected trajectoaye on a journey, serving where we are

At the ACP, we met people who, just I[R€ moment, while endeavouring to |
us, were going through times d&tPen to what God is showing us along |

adjustments, trials and doubts. Talking¥# ¥ - Of course, w
them, we felt a strange comfort, as ifench electionshere is still much
realising that our cailas simply to followUncertainty; but then, the Lord did nc
what God was showingalsng the way Promise that set_tllng in a new place wol
We also discovered that, perhaps as mcR St rai ghtfor ward
as a community of faith, this internatiohft he has guided us, protected us, a
church was actually a spiritual home fgfluded us in a new church family, so
many, and that we could somehow pla}’g can serve, leam to trustim, and at

part there, in the very centkParis. And "€ same time, make this place where
so, while still involved in a local ministnydd € Now nha homeo,

the northern outskirts and still wonderiRf1€rs t00. Peter& Véronique Moodie

where exactly this time of transition would 5th April 2017
lead to, we officially became affiliaber * * % x % % % % % * % * % * * * %
members of the AACPO in April 2015.

In the last two years, we haed and
contributed to informal anddepth Bible
study meetings between Sunday services,
where people freely ask questions and
share experiences. We have hosted smaller
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W\ The Man in the Tree

With Jesus passing through the town
A crowd of Eeople gathered round,

But as Zacchaeus could not see, QA
,,  Heranahead and climbed a tree. &

“Q\ Jesus stopped as he passed by, /
And saw Zacchaeus there up Kigh,
Mouse Makes Q Said, “Dear Zacchaeus, come with me,

I’'m going to your house for tea”.
SYZANVZANSY

Zacchaeus climbed

SEEKLOST SW down to the floor,
1 GFOZHMS AV E,._ "gpalkedwithJesus
(NI OTAXHALF /\g Anc\;e\azrftdt:c)hbeeLordwould

NVUTCGODVAJ With such a liar and
NEERICHUZADE e

RXGMHTS ILTO sﬂ Zacchaeus, sorry for
== P FEAWE I WU s o ey

POSSESS’'l ON Sg7 ,, backeveryone,

,g Halflown | give &

FOURUNG to the poor, 1t
° TREES (m Those I've cheated get
/> < <A “ ‘%ﬁﬁga four times more.”

\/ id
’p Q’ Q Q S Jeit'i’i)ilaaly’you’resaved!”
Q Q 0 Q) Zacchaeus replied,
> ‘&q <) “May God be praised!”

G'Q\ﬁ

N Q

¢

% Can you find these
words from the story
" ﬂ in the word search above?
Q READ JESUS « ZACCHAEUS « TAX
Zacchaeus’ Y RICH ¢« TREE « DOWN « HOUSE
story in SINNER ¢ HALF « POSSESSIONS

Luke 19:1-10 [\ GIVE « POOR « FOUR ¢ TIMES ¢« GOD
Y, SALVATION « SEEK « SAVE « LOST

Mav17 © deborah noble ¢ narishoumn.co.uk
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Zword

17 15

21

23

Across Down

1 6Through [ Chd bys t 1 Popular Christian author and humoriBtass (6)

fai th into this g2 Transparentidike mineral (Revelation 4:6) (7)
4 Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 16:1' 3 Method of compelling surrender by surroundi
(6) target of attack (2 Chronicles 32:1) (5)
8 The words of a hymn do this (mostly) 5 Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4)
9 Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 12:3 6 Lonny (anag.) (5)
(7) 7 Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6)

10 Bel giumds chi efg Hushand of Deborah, ftephetess (Judges 4:¢
11 Where John was 9)

was plenty of wat13Byralservice (Jeremiah 34:5) (7)

12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9) 14 What Christ threatened to do to the lukewarr
17 Jesusd tempter church in Laodicea (Revelation 3:16) (4,3)

1:13) (5) 15 6Simon Peter climb
19 Comes betwedmos and Jonah (7) 860 (John 21:11) (6)

21 O0Your Owialsl ibhe idi6 Hi s r es pedsoster eturoto Jude

(Matthew 6:10) (2,5) was 6Let us also go,
22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5) (John 11:16) (6)
23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6) 18 O0There will beobwee
24 O60udt! ocfr yt hteo yo (Matthew 8:12) (5)

130:1) (6) 20 Walkway between rows of pews in a church

Editor:Zwordfor a changeMystery Sudoku will lheck next issue
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Word Search:

King George VI

The coronation of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth took place at Westmins
80 years ago this month, on 12th May 1937. It should have been for Edward, of
but he abdicated. That occasion mlarke he BBCO0s first of{
was the first coronation to be filmed: th&trddg camera crew inside the Abbey had
wear evening dress. AsintheTiime Ki ngdsh &peew@s conc
stutter, but he deliverd&ts speech without a problem. He later wrote to the Archbis

nl felt | was being helped all the t
CORONATION FILMED NEEUQLSSERDSN
KING CAMERA YDDELIVEREDOSB
GEORGE CREW EEVENINGLTIMA
QUEEN EVENING BPRETSNIMTSEW
ELIZABETH DRESS BLEHOAZRAUEOD
WESTMINSTER SPEECH AEIERACNOTHNDO
ABBEY STUTTER GHG I BPOIGSOEE
EIGHTY DELWVERED E Il HEBROADCAST
EDWARD PROBLEM O U TDOORERBLBD
ABDICATED  HELPED RHYCKBMEAEAARB
BBC soMEONE G PC I BLWRWSMLR
OUTDOOR ELSE EENCIENHDEBAL
BROADCAST RGGFBMHCEEPSC

Last edi ti on:i



