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15th April 2023 

 

 

Serendipity 
 
I have been reading about and thinking about 
serendipity and grace. 
 
The Oxford dictionary defines serendipity as: 

"The occurrence and development of events 
by chance in a happy or beneficial way." 

 
The definition of grace is: 

"The free and unmerited favour of God, as 
manifested in the salvation of sinners and the 
bestowal of blessings." 

 
In my experience the way some things just seem 
to happen, without explanation or any 
intervention is more often good rather than bad. 
It appears to me that grace and serendipity is 
incredibly closely linked and the way God looks 
after us, is nothing short of a miracle! 
 
This seems very obvious when we look at babies 
and toddlers, but even looking at my own adult 
life; the fact that I wake up every morning is an 
act of God. Thinking about all the things that 
need to go right just so we can survive leaves me 
in no doubt that there is a Creator that is in 
charge. 
 
Scientists refer to the habitable zone where earth 
orbits the sun, as the "Goldilocks zone" because 
planets orbiting at that "just right" distance from 
a star are not too hot or too cold to host liquid 
water. If planets are closer to their star, the water 
turns to steam; if they're farther, it freezes. In 
fact, everything needs to be just right, the speed 
of the earth's rotation, gravity and a multitude of 
other factors. To me that can only be because of 
our Creator God! 
 
In the period after we have celebrated Easter, 
where God's grace is so abundantly displayed in 
Jesus, we can spend hours on our knees 
thanking God for the gift of grace. 
 

"God saved you by his grace when you 
believed. And you can't take credit for this; it 
is a gift from God."  -  Ephesians 2:8 NLT 

 
As we pray together today let us run through the 
goodness (serendipity) of God's hand in every 
aspect of our lives; the miracles; big and small - 
Amen. 

Pieter 
 

 

Orpington Gospel Choir (OGC)  

is back!  

Spring is in the air and 
we are back on Monday 
17th April at 7.45pm in 
the main Church. 

New singers welcome. If 
you like learning simple 
harmonies and the joy of 

expressive worship, come join us. 

No audition, just a join of singing. 

Contact: OrpingtonGospelChoir@gmail.com 
 

 

Church Work Morning 
Saturday 22nd April, 9am till midday 
 
We would love you to come and join us for the church 
work day. You truly only need enthusiasm and do not 
need any special skills. 
 
Jobs on the day will include indoor and outdoor tasks 
and any time you can give to maintain and care for 
the church building and grounds will make such a big 
difference. Even if you cannot stay for the whole 
morning, just an hour is great! 
 
Come pick a task, have some fun, meet new people 
and enjoy a bacon sandwich and coffee for your 
efforts. 
 
Please put your name on the signup sheet at the 
back of the church. Thanks, Pieter 
 

 

Northumbria Daily Prayer 

You are invited to come along to Daily Prayer at 9.00-9.20am 
in the chapel on Mondays and Tuesdays. 

There will be readings from Scripture, a short 
meditative reading, prayer, reflection and silence. 

Dates for April and May are: 
24th and 25th April; 9th, 15th and 16th May. 
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Sunday 16th April 2023 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

 
 

10.30am Morning Worship 

Welcome, Notices 

Opening Prayer, Confession 

Worship 
See what a morning 
Strength will rise 
Waiting here for you 

Bible Reading 
John 20 v 19-31 

Sermon 

Intercessions 

Worship 
There is a truth (Jesus) 
Living hope 

Final Prayer & Blessing 
 
 

  6.30pm Holy Communion - Reflect 
 

 
 

 

For online zoom coffee after morning church today 
(Sunday 16th April 2023) 
join Heather from 11.45am: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/84610
974627?pwd=Z1g4TzIvVFVtcEUxe

GRWblFLUDVuZz09 

Meeting ID: 846 1097 4627 

Passcode: R4V5My 
 

 

For next issue of Family News 

can you please send notices etc to Vernon by 

Midday on Saturday 22nd April please 

Email is vandjmapp@gmail.com 
 

 

Electoral Roll 
➢ Do you consider yourself to be a member of the congregation of 

this church? 

➢ Would you like to enter more fully into the life of the church? 

➢ Why not put your name on the church Electoral Roll as a 
commitment? 

Application forms can be found at the back of church together with an 
explanatory leaflet ‘Belonging and the Electoral Roll’. Complete the form 
and return it via a church officer or Roger Wilkinson  
 

Closing date for applications is next Sunday,  
23rd April 2023 

 

 

NB It has been necessary to change the day of the week for 
this course which begins next week.  It will start next Tuesday, 
18th April and continue for 12 weeks omitting half-term week. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

"If you would like to give to Christ's work here at Christ Church, 
the best way to give is via our bank account, Sort code 40 52 40, 
and account number 00095465, or by sending a cheque payable 
to ‘Christ Church PCC Orpington’ 

to 165 Charterhouse Road, Orpington, Kent BR6 9EP 
 

 
 

The Big Picture 

Sign up at Welcome Desk. 

Course book £10.70 

For more info, email ccorpington@talktalk.net 

12 Week Discipleship 
Course  

@ Christ Church 
 

Tuesdays  
7pm coffee,  
7.30pm start 

 

18th April to  
11th July 

 
(excluding half-term 

30th May) 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/84610974627?pwd=Z1g4TzIvVFVtcEUxeGRWblFLUDVuZz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/84610974627?pwd=Z1g4TzIvVFVtcEUxeGRWblFLUDVuZz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/84610974627?pwd=Z1g4TzIvVFVtcEUxeGRWblFLUDVuZz09
mailto:vandjmapp@gmail.com


 
 

 

Baptism?  
Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows?  

Confirmation? 

Are you thinking about being baptised? If you would like to be 
baptised, then no matter what age you are, we would love to talk 
with you about baptism. Baptism is a once-in-a-lifetime 
commitment to follow Christ as your Lord and Saviour, and if you 
would like to know more, then we would love to speak with you. 

If you would like to re-affirm your baptismal vows and make a fresh 
commitment to Christ, then we would love to speak with you. 

If you would like to be confirmed, which involves a short course 
taking you deeper into discipleship of Christ and is the traditional 
way of being admitted to Holy Communion in the Church of 
England, then we would love to speak with you. 

If you are interested in any of these, then please contact the office 
on 
ccorpington@talktalk.net and someone will get in contact with 
you. Thank you, Sharon 

Rev'd Dr Sharon Smith 
Vicar of Christ Church Orpington 

 

 

The Data Protection Act 2018 is the UK’s implementation of the 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).  Everyone 
responsible for using personal data has to follow strict rules called 
‘data protection principles’. They must make sure the information 
is: used fairly, lawfully and transparently. 

Meina is our GDPR representative and if anyone has any queries 
relating to GDPR to please contact her on:  gdpr@ccorpington.org 
 

  
Desserts 

Squash/Cordial 

Cooking Sauce 

Cold Meats 

Milk UHT 

Fruit Juice UHT 

PLEASE DON’T GIVE US FROZEN OR CHILLED 
ITEMS AS WE DON’T HAVE THE CORRECT 
STORAGE FOR THEM AND IT SPOILS BEFORE 
WE CAN DISTRIBUTE THEM 

 

WE’VE GOT PLENTY OF:  
PASTA, CEREAL, TEA & BISCUITS 

 

 
 

 

Leadership Conference 
Alpha (HTB) are running a Leadership Conference 
in May at the Royal Albert Hall, and here at Christ 
Church we are going to be showing their streamed 
conference highlights on Thursday 25th May at 
6.30pm for refreshments for 7pm start. All are 
welcome, and if you would like to have a look 
before you sign up, you can check it out on: 

https://www.leadershipconference.org.uk/book-now 

If you are interested, please let Sharon or Anna 
know. Again, all are welcome to come and hear 
their insights on leadership. 
 

 

2023 Services at  
Christ Church Orpington 

 
Sunday 23rd April  
  9.00am Holy Communion  
10.30 am Morning Worship  
  6.30pm Evening Worship - Go Deeper 
 
Sunday 30th April 
  9.00am Holy Communion  
10.30am Morning Worship - APCM 
  6.30pm Evening Worship - Reflect 

 

mailto:ccorpington@talktalk.net
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